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Type of Article: The primary objective of this study is to examine the mediating role of brand addiction in
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under the category of structural equation modeling. The statistical population comprises all
customers of the Mashhad Leather Brand. The sample size was determined to be 385
individuals based on Cochran's formula, selected via simple random sampling. The data
collection tool was a standardized questionnaire developed by Lee (2020), whose validity
was confirmed by academic experts and reliability was verified using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient. After data collection, the analysis was conducted using SmartPLS version 4
software. The findings indicated that social comparison has a positive and significant effect
on brand addiction, willingness to pay a premium, and word-of-mouth advertising among
the customers. Furthermore, brand addiction significantly and positively influences
customers' willingness to pay a premium and word-of-mouth advertising. Additionally,
brand addiction acts as a significant mediating variable in the relationship between social
comparison and both willingness to pay a premium and word-of-mouth advertising.
Consequently, managers and marketers can formulate more effective strategies to increase
willingness to pay a premium by deeply understanding the psychological roles of social
comparison and brand addiction.
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